AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 11, 2015
AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 5, 2015
AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 6, 2015

SENATE BILL No. 760

Introduced by Senator Mendoza

February 27, 2015

of the Water Code, relating to water.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 760, as amended, Mendoza. Bisadvantaged—Community
EnhaneementAct-of-2015-Distressed watershed: urban greening.

The Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act of
2014, approved by the votersas Proposition 1 at the November 4, 2014,
statewide general election, authorizestheissuance of general obligation
bonds in the amount of $7,545,000,000 to finance a water quality,
supply, and infrastructure improvement program. Proposition 1 makes
available $100,000,000 of the bond proceeds, upon appropriation by
the Legislature, for projectsto protect and enhance an urban creek and
its tributaries that meets certain requirements.

This bill would require a public agency receiving an appropriation
from the $100,000,000 to give priority to projects that are located in,
or directly adjacent to, a disadvantaged community within a distressed
watershed and that may also provide greenspace or other venues for
physical activities.
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.
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The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Chapter 13 (commencing with Section 79799) is
added to Division 26.7 of the Water Code, to read:

CHAPTER 13. MISCELLANEOUS

79799. (@) (1) It isthe intent of the Legislature to provide
additional funding opportunities, in a more consolidated manner,
to address watershed-related infrastructure challenges in
California’smost disadvantaged communities and promote projects
that provide cobenefits that address physical blight and
deficiencies.

(2) It is further the intent of the Legislature to fund urban
greening projects independent of other programs.

(b) For purposes of this section, the following terms mean the
following:

(1) “ Disadvantaged community” meansa community identified
as a disadvantaged community pursuant to Section 39711 of the
Health and Safety Code with significant population densities,
significant concentrations of industrial facilities, and trade corridor
activity.
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(2) “ Distressed watershed” means a watershed with blighted
or contaminated properties located in incorporated or
unincor porated areas.

(c) A public agency receiving an appropriation from moneys
made available pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 79735 shall
give priority to projects to enhance an urban creek and its
tributaries that are located in, or directly adjacent to, a
disadvantaged community within a distressed watershed and that
may al so provide greenspace or other venuesfor physical activities,
such as walking, hiking, and cycling.
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